Posterior lenticonus tends to be unilateral and there is no evidence that this is a familial condition. We report three cases of bilateral posterior lenticonus in boys. The mothers of all three cases had posterior lenticular changes, less severe than their sons. We suggest that bilateral posterior lenticonus may be inherited in an X· linked fashion.
Posterior lenticonus is a sharply demarcated, pos terior, conical projection of the posterior capsule and cortex of the lens. It is uncommon and is usually unilateral. In a series of 135 unilateral infantile cataracts, Hiles l found that 18% had "posterior lenticonus. All but 1 of the cases were unilateral and there was no sex predominance. Two male patients had a positive family history of early-onset cataract, but it was not possible to confirm whether the cataracts in the relatives (in one patient a brother, and in the other patient a mother and sister) were associated with posterior lenticonus.
We report three cases of bilateral posterior lenticonus with mother-to-son transmission.
CASE. REPORTS
All patients were screened for metabolic abnormal ities including Lowe syndrome and found to be negative. There was no evidence of rubella infection in any patient.
Case 1
This 4-year-old boy presented when an abnormal shadow was noticed in his right pupil by his mother.
On examination, right visual acuity was 1160, left visual acuity 6/12. There was a cataract affecting the 
Case 3
This 4-year-old boy was referred when his teacher suspected poor vision. Using Sheridan-Gardiner single letters, his right visual acuity was 6/24 and his left visual acuity 6/18. On examination he had bilateral posterior lenticonus with central posterior subcapsular plaques (Fig. 3, above) . His mother had an 'oil-drop' reflex on retinoscopy with central fibrous strands on the posterior capsule (Fig. 3,   below) .
DISCUSSION
The three male cases described here had bilateral posterior lenticonus with associated cataract requir ing surgical treatment. Their mothers (but not fathers) had bilateral lenticonus or posterior capsule plaques, less severe than their offspring.
Posterior lenticonus may be mild and remain undiagnosed; the three mothers reported above were 
